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cloak, and pace the little veranda of the cottage through long hours of solitary meditation, elaborating thought by thought his theory of the eternal secret. At the opening of the new year, 1848, he had practically completed the work, and he now set himself with new vigor to the old task of establishing the "Stylus," with the hope that "Eureka" would furnish him with the necessary funds. He sent out the old prospectus, with its well-worn announcements that the management was to bear the mark of individuality, the contributions to be selected solely on the ground of merit, the criticism to be independent, sincere, and fearless ; all that five years had added -to the advertisement was the promise of "Literary America," by the editor, being " a faithful account of the literary productions, literary people, and literary affairs of the United States,1* to be begun in the first number. Poe's plan was to make a personal canvass through the country, as had been so successfully done by his friend Mr. IVeeman Hunt in launching his "Merchants' Magazine" a few years previous. With the view of raising the money for this jom*-ney he advertised a lecture in the Society Library, on the " Cosmogony of the Universe," and afe his request Willis besought public favor for it in his paper, the "Home Journal," and added a good Word for the projected " Stylus," the founding of which w.as said to be the ultimate object of the lecture. On Jfobruary 8, in response to thesey
